OLA SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL
KENYASI

HISTORY OF THE SCHOOL

REMOTE PREPARATIONS

The idea to establish a school solely dedicated to educating only girls in the then Brong Ahafo
Region (now Ahafo Region) originated from the chief of Kenyasi Number Il, Odeneho Kwabena
Nsiah Ababio and his elders. The chief led a delegation which included Nana Domfeh, Mr. Kofi
Adu Gyamfi Kumaning (popularly known as Ansere), and Mr. Adu Bonsu (also known as Lash) in
1973 to the "Bishop elect of the newly created Sunyani

Catholic Diocese”, Most Reverend James Kwadwo Owusu (of blessed memory) to appeal to him
to use the church influence to “open a girls' secondary school in the region as girls' education at
the primary and secondary levels were completely neglected in the region”.

Most Reverend Father Owusu decided to contact the Our Lady of Apostles Sisters based in Cape
Coast to come make the dream a reality. So in the morning of March, 1973, he arrived at Cape
Coast and was warmly welcomed into “the sisters' sitting room" by Reverend Sister Imelda
Hurley, who had arrived in Ghana “four months” prior from Ireland.

Two Sundays after Most Rev. Owusu's visit, “at the monthly meeting of all the sisters of the Cape
Coast area, the project was discussed, the attitude of the sisters to the request was positive” and
the views expressed at the meeting were sent to the Provincial Sister Colombiere and her
Council.

Another group of Catholic faithfuls who re-enforced the need for the establishment of a girls’
secondary school in the region was the Society of African Missionaries popularly known as the
S.MA. Fathers, a Catholic religious' society of apostolic life of pontifical right for men. Four of
them had arrived in Sunyani during the Easter of 1973 and they also came to the conclusion that
there was the need for the OLA sisters to work with the women and girls of that catchment area.
They piled “pressure on Sr. Colombiere and her council” to set up the school. One of the SMA.
Priests, Fr. Elisha O'shea, was so committed to this project that he had to make the long journeys
that took “10 hours on very bad roads from Sunyani to Cape Coast on more than one occasion.”

In the considerations that the sisters made, four locations were discussed: Goaso, Mim, Sunyani
and Kenyasi. Sr. Marciana, then a member of the Provincial Council, arrived on a visitation to
Ghana from Ireland and visited the proposed locations. She observed that Goaso, Mim and
Sunyani had "mixed secondary schools” and in the case of the Goaso and Mim, “there was no
resident Priest” to even conduct Sunday Mass for the students of the proposed new school as a
boarding school was what was being considered.
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WHY KENYASI WAS SELECTED

As previously indicated, Odeneho Kwabena Nsiah Ababio - the Omanhene of Kenyasi I, a
successful timber merchant at the time, “supported by his elders, was very anxious to have a
secondary school” solely for girls in his town. He was “prepared to erect the initial block of
classrooms and the Convent for the sisters. An added factor in favour of Kenyasi was a resident
S.M.A. Priest Fr. Elisha O'Shea. Kenyasi was eventually to be the “Promised Land" in the New Year
of 1974. Sisters Bernardine and Imelda Hurley were chosen to be the pioneers of the new project.”

It must be noted, however, that in 1974, Kenyasi like most towns and villages in the region, “had
no shops, no light and no running water" from the pipes and this fact illustrates vividly the
sacrifices the pioneers made in getting the school started.

On the 27 of September, 1974, the birth of OLA Girls' Secondary School was confirmed with 34
students after they had passed an Entrance Examination conducted by Fr. O'Shea who had much
previous experience in secondary schools in Nigeria.

The girls were initially housed in a building provided by one Mr. Kofi Amoah a native of Kenyasi,
as his contribution to the establishment of the school. Meanwhile the Chief of Kenyasi, his elders
and the people through communal labour, constructed the initial infrastructure on the permanent
campus of the school and same was done for the Convent for the OLA Sisters.

As the students population kept increasing, the original four classroom blocks became
inadequate for effective teaching and learning. To solve this problem, the first Headmistress of
the school, Rev. Sr. Imelda Hurley, through her own means, erected a structure for the school as
her personal contribution to the progress of the school.

The school runs six programmes that students can study to prepare for further academic or
professional studies. These are: Science, Social Science, Languages, Business and Home
Economics.

To prepare students for the now and the future, teachers are constantly undergoing refresher
courses to enable them teach students critical thinking skills, communication skills and digital
literacy skills so that they can be functional members of society equipped with 21° century skills.

The students are also taught to persevere in all they do which would bring them integrity in the
long run.

Many are the graduates of this school who have gone on to positively impart the world.

OLA Girls' Secondary School - Perseverance and Dignity!!
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Our Lady of Apostles Girls' Secondary School commonly known as OLA Girls' Secondary
School is the premier Girls' Secondary School in Brong Ahafo Region of Ghana. It was
established by the Missionary Order, whose primary objective is to education and empower
the African in every way possible, so that she will in turn promote good Christian family for a
better society.

The school was started with 34 pupils on the 27" of September, 1974, it was absorbed into the
Government Public system in September, 1976.

OLA Girls' Secondary School was the brain child of the Chief of Kenyasi ll, Nana Nsiah-Ababio
Il and his elders. They wished to have a Girls' Secondary School in their area to help the young
girls to acquire formal education. To achieve this dream, they approached the Bishop of the
Catholic Diocese of Sunyani, Most Rev. James Kwadwo Owusu (of blessed memory), who in
turn contacted the international congregation of Our Lady of Apostles Sisters, who also
promptly responded to his call to establish and run the school.

In the first three years of its establishment, the school entered a period of changes and
growth. The chief and his elders gave a vast land for the permanent establishment of the
school. The school began in temporary buildings, but became more stable with the opening
of the new school block and the transfer of the borders from the house, which Mr. Kofi Amoah
had so generously provided for them, to the Home Science Block which until then had been
used as classrooms. The students were housed in the former District Education Service
Office.

As the school grew, the original four - classroom block became inadequate to meet the
demands of the increasing number of students who were coming from all over Ghana. To
solve created by the acute shortage of classrooms, the Headmistress, the first of the school,
Sr. Imelda Hurley, erected a temporary structure of two classrooms as her personal
contribution to the progress of the school.



OLA SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL
KENYASI

KENYASI

It was early morning in the month of March 1973. Sr. Verona had gone to the market to do the
weekly shopping for the school when an Army jeep drove into the school compound. In
Ghana at the time we were living in a Military regime and a military coup had taken place only
a few moths previously so the presence of a military jeep immediately generated a wave of
tension. An Officer stepped from the jeep and headed for the entrance and for the nearest
classroom where | was teaching. Having arrived in Ghana only four months previously | wasn't
very happy about this first encounter with the Army and Sr. Marie de Lourdes was blissfully
conducting her typing class oblivious of my dilemma. The visitor introduced himself as Fr.
Owusu, which allayed my fears somewhat, so | felt safe in inviting Fr. Owusu to the Sisters'
sitting room upstairs and to some refreshments. Little did is suspect that this visit would bring
about a momentous change in my life.

After the usual preliminaries of greetings and my offerings of Ghanaian hospitality Monsignor
Owusu declared the reason for his visit. He was the Bishop elect of the newly created Sunyani
Diocese and he needed O.L.A. Sisters to open a Girls' Secondary School in the Brong Ahafo
region as girls' education at primary and secondary level was completely neglected. He was
in fact asking the O.L.A. Sisters in Ghana to be his ambassadors to the Provincial Council in
Ireland for this new project. It was an opportune time for a new venture as the Hospital in
Asikuma had been given over to a Congregation of Spanish Sisters leaving a feeling of
depression among the OLA Sisters in the Cape Coast area.

When Sister Verona returned with her shopping the request was discussed over lunch and all
three Sisters were in agreement that our obligation was to pass the request on to the
Provincial, Sr. Colombiere and her Council. The first step of the foundation at Kenyasi had
been taken.

Two Sundays later at the monthly meeting of all the Sisters of the Cape Coast area the project
was discussed; the attitude of the Sisters to the request was positive and the suggestions
from the discussions at that meeting were also sent to the Provincial. We had done our part,
or so we thought, the general feeling being “not me, O Lord, | have enough on my plate at the
moment” never dreaming that plate could be wiped clean and filled with a different ‘'menu’.

Four S. M. A Priests arrived in Sunyani at Easter and they also realised the need for Sisters to
work with the women and girls of the area. There were already two Convents of American
Medical Sisters working in the Diocese, but they were engaged in medical work only, and the
education and training of girls and women was completely neglected. Further pressure was
brought to bear on Sr. Colombiere and her Council by the S. M. A. Provincial and the Priest
appointed to the new project, especially Fr. Elisha O'Shea. This pressure was also brought to
bear on the Sisters in Cape Coast Fr. Elisha making the long journey, taking 10 hours on very
bad roads from Sunyani to Cape Coast on more than one occasion.

In the summer of 1973 Sr. Colombiere asked for volunteers for the proposed new project form
among the Sisters in Ghana. There was much soul searching. We Sisters are an Alleuluia
people but we are also an Exodus people, and it seemed as if God like Moses to the Israelites
was saying to some of us at least “You have stayed long enough at the mountain, move on,
and continue your journey to the Promised Land elsewhere”. By the New Year of 1974 the
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decision had been taken and the location chosen. Sr. Bernardine and myself were asked to
be ready to pitch our tent in Brong Ahafo in the Summer time.

The remote preparations began. The newly Consecrated Bishop arrived in Cape Coast to
thank the Sisters for their support and to meet his prospective Community and discuss the
basic needs of the Convent, school and intake. Sr. Marciana, then a member of the Provincial
Council arrived on visitation in Ghana and visited the proposed locations - Goaso, Mim,
Sunyani and Kenyasi. The first three locations already had mixed Secondary schools and in
the first two there was no resident Priest so even Sunday Mass would be a problem for the
students as in the beginning the school would have to be boarding. The Chief of Kenyasi,
supported by his Council, was very anxious to have a Secondary School in his town and was
prepared to erect the initial block of classrooms and the Convent. An added factor in favour
of Kenyasi was a resident SM.A. priest - Fr. Ellisha O'Shea. Kenyasi was eventually to be the
‘promised land.”

Kenyasi was and is a small town in the midst of a Forest area of beautiful stately trees and
thick undergrowth with, at that time, very poor roads mostly untarmed laterite which were
scarred by deep gullies made by the heavy rains during the rainy season and which were a
hazard and a challenge to every driver. In 1974 Kenyasi, in common with most towns and
villages within Brong Ahafo had no shops, no light and no running water. It did have a daily
bus service to Kumasi which was very reliable and lasted for two years until the petrol
shortage and lack of spare parts forced the vehicles off the road, except for once a week.
Sunyani, forty miles away, was the nearest shopping centre but Kumasi 60 miles distant was
better with more reliable transport and was more popular with the locals.

Fr. Elisha O'Shea offered to conduct the Entrance examination and as he had much previous
experience in Secondary Schools in Nigeria his offer was gratefully accepted as both Sisters
concerned were fully involved in their schools until August Srs. Bernardine and Imelda began
the remote preparations. Srs. Madeleine and Sophia offered to correct the Entrance exams,
and each Convent carried out a ‘spring cleaning’ process where all superfluous items were
donated to the new foundation. The packed boxes began to accumulate, but meantime
normal school life of teaching classes and correcting tests had to go on.

Names of persons who were in the delegation to see the Bishop for the request to establish
OLA Secondary School.

ODENEHO KWABENA NSIAH ABABIO (OMANHENE OF KENYASI NO.2)
NANA DOMFEH

MR. KOFI ADU GYAMFI KUMANING (ANSERE)

MR. ADU BONSU ALSO KNOWN LASH
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